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PREFACE

This book s a revised and expanded edition of TTe Writings of Roberr Smathson
edited by Nancy Hole and published by New York University Press in 1970

Lake the hrst edinon, thas book is l""l::'..l:!l."'.'.:l into three sections DIAISTITIE of

hed Wrinngs, Interviews, and Unpubhshed Woongs. Within each se

Publ

pon, the texts are arcnged chronologeallv™ To the Published Wiritings haw

been added four texts thar have subsequently come to light; the Interviews
now include three more items; and over thiroy texts have: been added to the

section of Unpublished Writings, (Of these new unpublished texts, eight hiv
reviously appeared in Eugenie Tsar’s Robert Spnithson Ulpearthed : Divaniings, Col-

lages, Writings, published by Columbia Umiversicy Press in 1o, We place them
i the unpublished category because they were not published untl well alter
Smithsan’s death. The mterviews by Dennis Wheeler were also first published

Fsal book

1 e

[he unpublished writings are comprised of texts that for one reason or an-
other Smithson himselt decided not o publish bue which are self-contained
and nteresting examples of his thought, In g sense they are “arnfaces.” winch
reveal o number of concerns that undeday has published wrrtings, sometines
recontextualized or articulated 1n rather different ways, Given Snuthson's his-

i
s l,".'."\-:'lli ¢ For QRIS MPpOorary arcists and tneo-

toorncal mmpartance and enorm
rists, it was decided to publish them even though Smathson himself had not
chosen to do so. (The orngmal manuscripts for these, along with more frag
' ; Y h we kb v Aeride o 1 h here: are b
mentary writmgs, which we have decided not to publish here, are on deposit

at the Archives of American Art in Washington, I0C.; microfilms are avalable

at the regonal research centers af the Archives.) We have also decided not 1o

publish here rexts that are part of completed works of art, such as the Non

separable from the works to which they belong
W ||.'.\.|' '||!\_|

unpublished wrnngs, most in manuseripr form, Though they |

RO S Carly poeins amongE thd
by tly poems among the

i 3 1
ed sl selecton of Sn

re derivative and

theless

strongly echo the thetorie of T8, Eliot's ** Ash Wednesday,” they ne

show the intensity of Smuthson’s carly engagement with religious mmagery as

well as with poetry, and they relate directly to some of his early paintings, such

Tl of e 1o Hoad 1o
15 the wo versions of Falls of Dis (1959) and The Eye of Blood {1960)

Although we do not publish Smithson’s general correspondence, we do in

clude i few letters that are directly relevant to his writings

FHecause of an mital error in documentition late vo allew tor a LA

Sl 1 Laf'i

e Froiiomn s ot of spd L









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































